
Booster doses will help provide continued protection against severe
disease. Booster doses were previously recommended only for
populations at high risk for severe COVID-19, but have now expanded to
include everyone 5 years and older. This will help increase protection
against the virus as more-contagious variants and COVID-19 cases are
increasing across the United States.

The COVID-19 vaccines authorized or approved in the United States are
still very effective at reducing the risk of severe disease, hospitalization,
and death from COVID-19, even against variants. Still, health experts
report current vaccines could drop in protection over time. Booster doses
will increase vaccine-induced protection against COVID-19 and help
community immunity last longer.

Vaccine Booster Doses | Washington State Department of Health
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Watch and share this video, made by one of our very own BFHD
Epidemiologists, about COVID-19 vaccine myths (in Spanish).
Talk to a trusted friend or family member who has already received the
vaccine—ask them about their experience.
Talk to your family doctor about the vaccine and any concerns you
may have.
Call Benton-Franklin Health District at (509)460-4200 to ask questions
about the vaccine.

One of the most powerful tools in the fight against COVID-19 continues to
be initial and and second doses of vaccination! Local data shows that as of
August 2022, only 53% of Franklin county residents and 56% of Benton
county residents are fully vaccinated against the virus. COVID-19 vaccines
are safe, effective, and are now available for free for ages 6 months and
older. 

Still wondering about the vaccine?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzQK9bRdmTA&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzQK9bRdmTA&t=8s


Antiviral treatments target specific parts of the virus to stop it from
multiplying in the body, helping to prevent severe illness and death.
Monoclonal antibodies help the immune system recognize and
respond more effectively to the virus.

Don’t delay: To be effective, treatment must be started within days
after you first develop symptoms.
Other medications can also help reduce symptoms and help you
manage your illness.

If you are already seeing a family doctor, talk to them about treatment.
If you’re interested in telehealth (a virtual appointment over the
smartphone or computer), DOH’s new telehealth webpage provides
additional information on this service, and is available in Spanish here
The Treatment Locator (hhs.gov) can help you find a location that
offers testing and treatment or a pharmacy where you can fill your
prescription.

If you test positive for COVID-19, treatments may be available that can
reduce your chances of hospitalization and death. The FDA has authorized
certain medications and treatments to treat COVID-19 in people who are
more likely to get very sick. 

Some of the treatments available are:

CDC | What You Need to Know About Treatment

How Do I Find Treatment?

 
For more information visit COVID-19 Treatments and Medications | CDC

TREATMENT & TREATMENT & MEDICATIONMEDICATION
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https://combatcovid.hhs.gov/what-are-oral-antivirals
https://combatcovid.hhs.gov/what-are-monoclonal-antibodies
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2FCovid19Telehealth&data=05%7C01%7CEOC.PIO%40bfhd.wa.gov%7C1853cba0e6af4a6459f408da70af18cf%7Ca13a585faa224325b07c88e84db232c7%7C0%7C0%7C637946194635900634%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yC%2Bh7xTe3BROrIZ0%2BtoX4gMV9n6RaewC2A6O9rIkNRA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fes%2Femergencies-covid-19-treatments%2Fservicio-de-telesalud-gratuito-para-el-tratamiento-contra-el-covid-19&data=05%7C01%7CEOC.PIO%40bfhd.wa.gov%7C1853cba0e6af4a6459f408da70af18cf%7Ca13a585faa224325b07c88e84db232c7%7C0%7C0%7C637946194635900634%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kkJ%2Bf5JLs2ozNC0Us%2Bw%2FwIhlNNyoDzRwhte9VqAGpkc%3D&reserved=0
https://covid-19-test-to-treat-locator-dhhs.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/treatments-for-severe-illness.html


Fever
Headache
Muscle aches and backaches
Swollen lymph nodes
Chills
Exhaustion

Monkeypox no referred to as MPX, is a rare viral disease caused by infection with
the monkeypox virus, like smallpox but has no relation to the chickenpox virus.
Infection can spread from both animals and humans by close physical contact.

Is Monkeypox (MPX) a new virus? 
MPX was first discovered in 1958 when researchers noticed a pox-like disease in
Monkey’s. The first human case was diagnosed in 1970.
 
Symptoms
Initial signs after Monkeypox exposure 
may include:

These symptoms will then be followed by a new rash or sores. The sores will be
extremely itchy and may spread from hands to mouth, to genital areas.
Monkeypox can spread at any time the symptoms start until sores have healed
and a fresh layer of skin has formed after several weeks.

If you have a new rash, sores, or other symptoms, you should avoid sex or intimate
contact, sharing bedding, or having close contact with family or friends. Reach out
to your healthcare provider with your concerns.
 
Treatment
Doctors report that most people recover in two to four weeks, but the disease
could be severe for children, people who are pregnant, or those immune-
compromised. No specific treatment for monkeypox exists. Healthcare providers
may prescribe antiviral medicine for people who are at high risk of severe disease.
 
If you participate in high-risk activities such as sex with men or 
multiple sexual partners, consider getting the MVP vaccine to reduce 
the risk of contracting the virus. You may call the Health Department 
at 509.460.4200 to see if you qualify or have additional questions.

MONKEYPOX

Scan for more
information
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https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/pdf/monkeypox-sexually-active-infosheet-508.pdf

